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SUBJECT: USAF PROPOSALS FOR SOON AND RSTN 
REF: CANBERRA 6535 

1. AIR FORCE PLANS CALL FOR A SOLAR OBSERVING OPTICAL 
NETWORK/RADIO SOLAR TELESCOPE NETWORK (SOON/RSTN) 
FACILITY TO BE ESTABLISHED IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA DURING 
1977-78 TIME FRAME. FUNDS FOR EQUIPMENT PROCUREMENT 
AND BUILDING CONSTRUCTION ARE PROGRAMMED FOR FY 76 AND 77. 
AIR FORCE HAS INITIATED A CRITICAL REVIEW OF REQUIREMENTS 
FOR SOLAR OBSERVING OPERATIONS. THIS COULD LEAD TO A 
DELAY IN SOON/RSTN PROGRAM AND THE PLAN TO ESTABLISH 
A FACILITY IN AUSTRALIA. IN REVIEWING REQUIREMENTS FOR 
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EFFECTIVE ALTERNATIVES. 

2. PENDING OUTCOME OF THIS REVIEW, A SOON/RSTN FACILITY 
IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA IS PREFERABLE TO A COLLOCATED 
FACILITY IN CULGOORA. OPTICAL DATA ACQUISITION QUALITY 
IS OF PRIME CONCERN. ADDITIONALLY, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
PROVIDES BETTER OVERLAP AND BALANCE WITH CURRENT/PLANNED 
NETWORK OF STATIONS. MAY 10, 1974, LETTER FROM 

MR. E.G. BOWEN TO AIR FORCE INDICATES AUSTRALIAN 

SCIENTISTS RECOGNIZE ADVANTAGES OF A SECOND OBSERVATORY IN 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA TO COMPLEMENT THEIR CULGOORA OPERATION. 

3. YOU MAY USE FOREGOING TO ADVISE AUSTRALIANS NOT TO 
DELAY THEIR CONSTRUCTION PLANS FOR CULGOORA IN 
ANTICIPATION OF AIR FORCE COLLOCATING SOON/RSTN EQUIPMENT 
AT THAT LOCATION. AIR FORCE WILL INITIATE ACTIONS LATER 

AS REQUIREMENTS/PLANS BECOME CLEARER, AND WE WILL KEEP 
YOU ADVISED. INGERSOLL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY BASES, AIR FORCE, SOON/RSTN 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 07 NOV 1974 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: KelleyWO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE245137 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: BALLEN;PM/ISO:MRDWORKEN:DME 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740320-0370 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 974/newtext/tl 9741 1 62/aaaacast. tel 

Line Count: 80 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN PM 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: CANBERRA 6535 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: KelleyWO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUL 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUL 2002 by shawdg>; APPROVED <31 MAR 2003 by KelleyW0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: USAF PROPOSALS FOR SOON AND RSTN 
TAGS: MARR, AS, US 
To: CANBERRA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



